
Martin Syvret of  
Aquafish Solutions Ltd.  

on behalf of  
Co-location Project Team 

 
  May 2013 



Reasons & Origin for Project:  
Why Offshore & Why Wind Farms? 

North Hoyle Trial; Agreements – Logistics – Results 
 

Project Structure:  
Funding  - Project Partners – Duration 

 

Deliverable: Aquaculture Opportunities Report 
 

Deliverable: Guidance Manual  
 

Co-location Case Study 
 

Challenges & Follow-on Work  
 

Conclusions & Close…       



 
Why Offshore Shellfish Culture:  
Environment; 

Increased water flow leading to higher  

    phytoplankton levels & dispersal of detritus 

Generally superior water quality  - Classifications 

Less impacts of diffuse pollution e.g. faecal run-off from  agricul. 

Lower shellfish disease/pathogen load e.g. oysters  
 

Food Safety; 

Less norovirus / microbial contaminants / HABs 

 

Economics & Operational; 

Inshore = Lack of sites / Competition for space / Visual impact 

Greater economies of scale with large farms 

EU & Govt. Stance; Importance now recognised  

ASP 

http://ncmi.bcm.tmc.edu/~ay/Branches/norwalk.html


This is the question that is asked by this sector… 

Raises revenue for The Crown Estate 

Efficient use of the marine space 

Food security 

 

Less large traffic through wind farm sites 

Known environmental and bathymetric 
parameters 

Potential exclusion of other activities 



Deepdock Ltd. initiative with assistance from Seafish 

Agreements and procedures: 
Mussel cultivation trial proposal  / Method statement 

Code of Practice / Operational plan 

Marine emergency response plan / Risk assessment 

Vessel Insurance 

Permission from CCW / Permission from Welsh Government 

 



Mare Gratia operating 
in the North Hoyle 
Wind Farm during the 
2010 trials 



A comparison of the size of mussels taken from samples 
(around 500) during deposition (20th July 2010) and 
harvesting (29th September 2010) 
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More structured multi-partner approach to future trials agreed…  



Funding: 
Welsh European Fisheries Fund (EFF) & WG 

50:50 ratio of Funding to Time CIK from Project Partners 

45 days dedicated to deliverable production 
 

Project Partners: Includes renewable energy companies, renewable 
support organisations, conservation agencies, Welsh Government, 
aquaculture industry + support & trade organisations, NGOs, research 
organisations, landowners, UK Government organisations 

Duration: 
9-10 Month Project 

Start date: 01 Oct. 2012 / End date: June-July 2013 
 

Deliverables:  Two main reports - 

Reports guided by Project Meetings, one-to-one interviews, small 
workshops, planning case-study… 


